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Environmental Stewardship,~Ecosphere
July 10, 2007

Leah M. Manning, Manager
LCRA-SAV'liSWater Project
Lower Colorado River Authority Program
3700 Lake Austin Blvd.
Austin, Texas 78703

RE: Draft Instream Flow Guidelines

Dear Management Team and Study Team:

It is very encouraging to see solid scientific evaluation of the ecology of the
lower Colorado River coming out of this project. This study combined with the
Mosier & Ray (1992) study provide a solid basis for establishing an instream
flow regime for the lower Colorado River that, to the extent that instream flow
contribute to ecological health, protects the resource and provides an
"ecologically sound environment". Overall. Environmental Stewardship
supports the instream flow reaimes that are beina recommended in this draft
report but suaaest that some adiustments are needed to ensure that the flow
recommendations are as protective as those currentlv approved bv the TCEQ.
It appears that the recommendations are based on sound ecological evaluation
of the flow characteristics and biological requirements of the basin though the
"flow calculation tool" seems to give results that are inconsistent with other
aspects of the study. We look forward to reviewing the final report later this
summer. To strengthen the recommendations we offer the following
comments:

1. "Natural" conditions - Though the most recent major alteration
with respect to flow regime of the lower Colorado River was the
completion of Buchanan and Mansfield Dams, the urbanization,
clearing, wood-cutting, and agricultural practices of the previous century
likewise brought major alterations to the flow and ecology of the river.
Though we understand the necessity of using a time period for which
suitable data are available to fit the models and to be in agreement with
current practices, it would seem more accurate to use a term other than
"natural" to characterize this period since the pre-impoundment
conditions were very different than those described by early explorers of
this river basin (see attachment for descriptive account from early
explorers and Mosier & Ray (1992) for a more in-depth account of the
history of the river ). We would recommend associatina the term "Pre-
Hiahland Lakes" with a term such as "transitional". Odum and Barrett
(2005) include "domestic" or "human-designed and managed" as
ecosystem types that are descriptive of the post-Highland Lakes
conditions. Perhaps the Team can 1) find a term that bridaes this aap




