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July 12, 2024

Elvis Hernandez, Board President

Lost Pines Groundwater Conservation District
317 Hempstead Street

Giddings, TX 78942

RE: Request for Contested Case Hearing on Rambo Materials, LLC. Application # Not
provided in materials available to date.

Dear Mr. Hernandez and Board Members,

Environmental Stewardship is requesting a contested case hearing on behalf of itself, its members,
and member Harold “Skip” Connett. Mr. Connett is co-owner of Green Gate Farms located at 156
Howard Lane, Utley, TX, on Wilbarger Bend, in Bastrop County, Texas. Mr. Connett was notified of
this application by a letter from the Lost Pines Groundwater Conservation District announcing the
public hearing. He has two shallow wells that are completed in the Colorado Alluvial Aquifer
(Colorado River Alluvium). Both wells are used for domestic and irrigation purposes. As such Mr.
Connett should have standing in this matter.

Environmental Stewardship (ES) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit public charity that has an interest in
protecting the surface water and groundwater in Segments 1428 and 1434 of the Colorado River
from contamination. These segments of the river are designated for exceptional aquatic-life,
recreation, and drinking-water supply use standards. The interaction of groundwater and surface
water in the Wilbarger Bend reach of the Colorado River is especially of interest because ES has
collected data that shows that a major interaction between the Simsboro and Hooper Aquifers, the
Colorado Alluvial Aquifer, and the river may be located in this reach of the river. As such, any
degradation of the water quality or quantity of flow in this segment of the river has the potential of
unreasonable impacts on the water quality in the aquifers of this region.

Our initial concerns are as follows:

1. Does the applicant have a Bastrop County FEMA Class A permit for mining in the 100-year
floodplain? Evidence collected by ES shows what appears to be excavation in the 100-year
floodplain that is not shown in its initial construction and site plan approved by the county.

2. Does the applicant need a Texas National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (TX
NPDES) permit to operate its industrial gravel washining operations where contaminants
from previous land-use operations may be released into the wash water that is being
disposed of into the Colorado Alluvial Aquifer? The Rambo site map indicates previous
sand and gravel mining on this property by previous owners and which may not have been
permitted.

3. Given that the “pits” or “ponds” used in this industrial operation are in the Colorado Alluval
Aquifer, should the applicant be required to line these ponds to protect from contamination
of this aquifer that is used for domestic and irrigation purposes by well owners in the region
that might be contaminated?

4. Does the applicant know what the historical use of this property has been in order to predict
whether pesticides, herbicides, antibiotics, hormones, toxic substances such as PFAS, etc.
might be bound into the soil, sand and gravel being mined?

5. Should the applicant be required to have the wastewater from the washing operations tested
for such harmful and toxic substance prior to being permitted, and be required to monitor the
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wastewater and surrounding wells to confirm that this industrial operation is not
contaminating the groundwater in the area? Or, as an option, should the applicant be
required to treat such wastewater before disposal in the alluvial aquifer?

6. Will the applicant have the appropriate TCEQ stormwater controls in place and FEMA
permitting now that it appears to have operations in the 100-year floodplain? ES requests
that the District consult the Bastrop County FEMA administration to see what, if any,
investigations have been made reqgarding this concern?

7. With recent additional land purchases in 2023, mining operations on land owned by Rambo
Materials and Tex Mix Wilbarger Bend Holdings now comprise more than 700 acres in the
Bend. Sand and gravel extraction by Rambo Materials is within 5000 feet of three organic
farms, each with wells they depend on for their business operations. These and other
surrounding landowners need assurances that alluvial water flowing into so many pits at
once, coupled with the applicant’s water extraction request, will not divert the flow of water
into their wells, which are already stressed by long-term drought. For example, the Tex Mix
“Stewart Pit” is within 10 feet of Ron Herschap’s cattle ranch boundary to the south. The
Rambo pits begin on the other side of Wilbarger Bend Road opposite the Herschap property
boundary to the west — a distance of less than 50 feet from the pits. A new well on the
property of Middle Ground Farm is less than 500 from the Stewart Pit and 3,000 feet from
the proposed Rambo well site.

While ES and our member understand that some of these concerns go beyond the authority of the
Lost Pines District, they are none-the-less important to consider in determining whether this
industrial mining operation has the potential of damaging the Colorado Alluvial, Simsboro, and
Hooper aquifers now or in the future, and placing such special conditions on the permit as would be
appropriate to prevent or mitigate such concerns.

Because the landowner is on an extended event that has taken him out of the country until mid
September, we request that this matter be tabled until the landowner can be present to participate
in these proceedings.

Thank you for your consideration.

Yours very truly,

— 55

Steve Box
Executive Director
Environmental Stewardship

cC: Jim Totten
Harold Connett
Eric Allmon

Environmental Stewardship is a charitable nonprofit organization whose purposes are to meet current and future needs of
the environment and its inhabitants by protecting and enhancing the earth’s natural resources; to restore and sustain
ecological services using scientific information; and to encourage public stewardship through environmental education
and outreach. We are a Texas nonprofit 501(c) (3) charitable organization. For more information visit our website at
http://www.environstewardship.org/.




